PROPOSALS
"This is not a war; it is a punitive expedition to settle a cal question***
Wnen the English Ambassador, at Grey's orders, roposes the same extension of the time-limit for Serbia, leow replies that he sent on the proposal to his Ambas-idor in Vienna "immediately" (at 10 a.m.) with orders to iscuss it with Berchtold. In reality Jagow wired to schirschky at four in the afternoon, precisely because e knew that the time-limit expired at six and that erchtold -was in Ischl, so that it was then too late to iter anything.
Second proposal: Grey sends invitations to a con-irence, Berlin declares it cannot "interfere with" its ally. Third proposal: Russia asks that Vienna be urged to onsent to direct conversations. Jagow gives a cold consent ut half revokes it with the words: "We can, however, in no v$e put pressure on Austria"
Fourth proposal: This time Grey suggests making the erbian answer the basis of negotiations. Bethmann turns he paper over in his hand, "Very awkward! What is to '6 clone now ?" He gives the Austrian Ambassador such istructions that the latter can telegraph to Vienna with n easy mind:   "The German  Government gives the most inding assurance that it in no way identifies itself with the roposals;  that?   on the contrary^ it is decidedly opposed to •ccepting themy   and is passing them on only in order to atisfy England's request." He adds, indeed, that "*/ each equestfrom England Germany will inform her most expressly hat she cannot in any way support such demands for inter-erence with  Austria-Hungary." Bethmann's own feelings nd thoughts on that day (July 27th) are shown by the .ommentary which he telegraphs to Vienna at midnight. At this hour the eyes of the gentlemen in the Wilhelm-trasse begin to open. Enlightenment comes through a resh alarmist  telegram from Lichnowsky:    If it comes o war in these circumstances we shall have England against (s " Now   at last, Bethmann begins to see the danger ot us blind' support of Berchtold.   Instead,  however,  of
131mobilisation in his
